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Philosophy of Assessment

The mission of the Billings Catholic Schools is to provide an exceptional Catholic education emphasizing
formation in faith, family spirit, and academic excellence.

The philosophy of assessment for the Billings Catholic Schools is deeply rooted in the principles of
Catholic education, which aim to foster the holistic development of students in accordance with
Catholic teachings and values. Assessment in a Catholic school serves multiple purposes beyond
simply measuring academic achievement; it is seen as a tool for nurturing spiritual, intellectual,
emotional, and social growth in students, in line with the Catholic faith.

Assessment practices in a Catholic school should uphold the dignity of each individual student,
recognizing that every person is created in the image of God and has inherent value. Assessments
should be fair, respectful, and designed to support each student's unique talents and abilities.
Assessment in a Catholic school goes beyond academic achievement to encompass the development of
the whole person. Assessment should reflect the integration of faith and learning that is central to
Catholic education. At Billings Catholic Schools we emphasize both summative and formative
assessment approaches that focus on providing feedback and support for students' ongoing growth and
improvement. Assessment practices should be constructive and supportive, helping students to identify
their strengths and areas for growth, and empowering them to reach their full potential. We believe in
assessment as a collaborative process involving students, teachers, parents, and the wider school
community. Assessment practices should promote collaboration and communication among these
stakeholders, fostering a sense of shared responsibility for students' learning and development. Overall,
the philosophy of assessment at Billings Catholic Schools is grounded in the belief that educationis a
means of formation and transformation, guiding students to fulfill their God-given potential and become
compassionate, ethical, and contributing members of society.

Foundational Beliefs about Assessment and the Use of Data

A Culture of Learning positions assessment as formative—the assessment data helps us ask questions
and learn to form our next steps in instruction and form our next steps as a community of

professional learners in professional development. Our goal is not just collecting data; it is using data to
address students’ needs. Testing students must be coupled with data analysis in which the teacher,
within a few days’ time, looks critically at that data and determines the next steps in instruction.
Assessments, combined with a carefully designed curriculum, help us with a roadmap of what students
are learning every day. Assessments help us understand whether individual students learned what we
set out to teach. They help us see which students need help in particular areas, and which students are
ready to move on to more challenging material. Assessments help us make decisions about future
instruction. By looking at data, we can deliver much more targeted instruction to help individual
students learn and master content they have not learned, as well as help us see whether what we set
out to teach was mastered by the students. Students should be assessed regularly. By assessing regularly,
teachers can identify problems in a student’s learning and correct those problems in a timely manner.
The data produced from student assessments should inform adult learning and coaching, classroom
observations, and school-wide goals. Assessments and the use of data cycles support adherence to high
expectations for all children. By defining mastery and accounting for the learning and growth of all
children we are better positioned to hold all students and adults in the system accountable for mastery



of academic content. Principals, during observations, see just a slice of what is happening in the
classroom. However, by doing thorough data analysis, and most especially by doing data analysis with
the classroom teacher, and a principal can understand a lot more about what is happening in the
classroom and can pinpoint more precisely in which areas to help coach the teacher. Our students should
feel a joy in learning, not a burden of assessment. Our language surrounding assessment should be
helping students realize that assessments are not meant to categorize them, rather, assessments help us
understand how to best help them learn. Students should be encouraged to present the best version of
themselves.

About the Assessments

MAP: MAP Assessments are online computer-adaptive tests (CATs). Instead of grade-level test forms,
MAP assessments tailor items to a student’s responses to quickly zero in on the student’s achievement
level and arrive at a reliable score. The first item is based on estimated ability level, using a student’s
grade level or previous test score. Correct responses cause the difficulty level of the next item to
increase. If the student misses an item, the difficulty level is reduced. While each MAP assessment is
individualized, and unique blueprints ensure that a certain number of items from the domains and skill
sets are presented to each student. Billings Catholic Schools administer the assessment three times a
school year in the fall, midyear, and in the spring. The assessment data allows the teacher to adjust
curriculum & instruction; enhances teaching practices; differentiates instruction; gives a clear picture on
individual student needs; and provides a clear understanding of achievement growth for the student and
parents.

ACT: The ACT contains four multiple-choice tests—English, mathematics, reading, and science—and an
optional writing test. These tests are designed to measure skills most important for success in
postsecondary education and acquired in secondary education.

PSAT: The PSAT is designed to measure the ability to understand and process elements of reading,
writing, and mathematics. Students take the PSAT/NMSQT in their sophomore or junior year to
determine National Merit scholarship eligibility and to prepare for the SAT.

ARK: ARK, which stands for Assessment of Religious knowledge, allows one to see how individual
students are learning in Religion and Theology classes. ARK shows students’ longitudinal record and
growth scores to track individual and aggregate performance over time. ARK offers belief & behavior
guestions linked to six domains of the Faith to better assess Catholic Identity and culture. As in testing for
other academic subjects, research has shown that having a longitudinal record for students more readily
predicts issues with their assimilation of knowledge. As we know our Faith is difficult to teach, having a
better understanding, grade-by-grade of the improvement areas allows you to adapt to the students’
needs.

FORMATIVE: The goal of formative assessment is to monitor student learning to provide ongoing
feedback that can be used by instructors to improve their teaching and by students to improve their
learning. More specifically, formative assessments help students identify their strengths and weaknesses
and target areas that need work and help teachers recognize where students are struggling and address
problems immediately. Formative assessment may include a homework assignment, exit ticket, in class
projects, and short essays



SUMMATIVE: The goal of summative assessment is to evaluate student learning at the end of an
instructional unit or course by comparing it against some standard or benchmark. Summative
assessments are often high stakes, which means that they have a high point value. Examples of
summative assessments include: a midterm or final exam, a final project, or a paper. Information from
summative assessments can be used formatively when students or faculty use it to guide their efforts
and activities in subsequent courses.

Roles Regarding Assessment

Teacher: A teacher’s role is multifaceted and crucial for student development. Teachers design and
implement assessment methods to gauge students’ understanding, skills, and progress. They create a
balanced mix of formative assessments, such as quizzes and class activities, and summative assessments,
like exams and projects, to provide a comprehensive evaluation of student learning. Additionally,
teachers analyze assessment data to identify learning gaps and tailor their instruction to meet individual
student needs. By providing constructive feedback, teachers guide students, helping them to reflect on
their performance and set goals for improvement. Assessments serve as a tool for teachers to foster a
supportive and effective learning environment. Using provided tools such as Schoology teachers can
communicate with students and parents on a regular basis allowing transparency among all parties.

Student: A student’s role is pivotal to their own learning and growth. Students are responsible for
actively engaging with the assessment process, which includes preparing for tests, completing
assignments, and participating in class activities. They should approach assessments with a mindset
geared towards learning and self-improvement, rather than just for a grade. By reflecting on feedback
provided by teachers, students can identify their strengths and areas for improvement. Students can use
assessments as opportunities to develop critical thinking, time management, and problem-solving
abilities, all of which are essential for their academic and personal success. Ultimately, a proactive and
reflective approach to assessments empowers students to take ownership of their educational journey.

Parent: A parent’s role is vital in supporting their child’s educational journey. Parents can create a
conducive learning environment and encouragement for their child to prepare for assessments. They
should stay informed about their child’s progress through platforms such as Schoology. Additionally,
parents can assist in setting realistic goals and developing effective study habits and communicating with
and supporting teachers.



Assessment Plan

Assessment

Assesses

Timeline

MAP Reading/Math
(Science/Language)

Formative assessment for reading
and Math K-10 (3-8 will add
language and science fall and

spring)

3x/yr Fall/Winter/Spring

MAP Reading Fluency

Formative assessment for early
Literacy skills in reading, phonics
K- 3rd:

3x/yr Fall/Winter/Spring

MAP Accelerator Intervention efforts on focus skills | Every...... school days/weeks that
brought up through MAP math focus on the skills that have been
assessment worked on.

Grades 3-8

IXL Intervention and extension efforts
on focus on math and language
skills Grades 3-8

ACT Summative Grade 11 April

PSAT Summative Grade 11 Fall

ARK Grades 3-12 measure knowledge | Spring
of the faith

Semester Exams Summative Grade 9-12 Across Winter/Spring

the curriculum: It is expected
every class complete a
summative assessment for
Semester Exams

President’s Challenge Qualifying
Standards Testing

Grade 9 Physical Fitness Testing
Formative

Fall/Winter/Spring

Unit Testing and Unit Projects

Grade 9-12 Across the
Curriculum

3-4 X/semester




