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Faith, Family Spirit, Academic Excellence

BCS President’s Report
May 2025

Andrew McDonald, President
Billings Catholic Schools

Dear Parents, Board Members, Faculty, and Community Supporters,

As we near the end of this school year, it is important that we take a moment to reflect on all the
blessings and the work of this past year.

The 50™" Anniversary of Mayfair was a tremendous success, from the decorations to the items, the
attendees to the fund raised — thank you! To all of you who made this such a memorable and successful
event, thank you! Your support is truly unparalleled, and through your generosity, we can fund up to
$50,000 annually to support teacher innovation and excellence within BCS!

BCCHS recently received the results of our state OPI accreditation, receiving 4’s in all categories! This is a
significant achievement and one to be celebrated as it means that we are at or above standard in every
category. Well done to the accreditation team, with particular thanks to Nolan Trafton, Danielle Watson,
and the teaching team at BCCHS for all their efforts and the outstanding work they do each and every
day.

The end of the school year is a time to celebrate the journey we've completed—but also to bid farewell to
some familiar faces. This includes our graduating seniors, 8th graders transitioning to BCCHS, Pre-K
students moving on to kindergarten, those relocating, and team members embarking on new chapters in
their lives. This year, we say goodbye to several valued members of our team who are either pursuing
new opportunities or retiring:

e Mark Miller — Admin e Brenda Pankratz — ECE
e Ana Mayorga — Admin e Traci Harsha — SFC

e Karla Kelly — BCCHS e Mark Wahl - BCCHS

e Tyson Byers — BCCHS e Marci Hecker — BCCHS

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to each of them for their contributions to our students, families, and
the BCS community. We wish them peace and joy in their next endeavors!

Additionally, we have a new group of people that we will welcome to our system or will take on new roles
within our schools:

Transitions



e Heather Mueller — Transitioning to HR e Daria Haney — Transitioning to ECE Lead

and Accounts Payable Position (Admin) Teacher
e Andrew Hernandez — SFC to BCCHS e Sandi Derrig — Transitioning to K-4
Health Enhancement Enrichment
e Jennifer Pelatt — SFC to Technology e Mary Clark — Transitioning to K-4
Support (Admin) STREAM
e Margie Larsen — Transitioning to SFC
Teacher Aide
New Hires

e Richard (Mack) McCann —Facilities Director (Admin)
e Jacob Morgan - (BCCHS)
e Danielle Knight - (BCCHS)

BCS Admin - We’re Moving!

In April, the BCS School Board voted unanimously to relocate administrative offices to our existing
buildings. In the past month, we have worked with building leadership to identify spaces to house the
administrative team in our different facilities. The BCS Foundation will move to St. Francis Catholic, while
the business office, Education Director — Danielle Watson, and | will move to BCCHS. While this will be
new, | am truly excited at the prospect of all of us working in the same spaces toward our unifying
mission!

Based on community feedback from those families that currently utilize bus services, we have made the
decision to offer a single route bus for pick up and drop off while continuing a modified loop bus service
between our campuses for the 25-26 school year. We anticipate a route bus service for the West End,
while the loop bus will make five stops to ensure students are transported from each of our facilities.

This summer, teachers will be involved in a variety of professional development opportunities including:

e The Writing Revolution Book Study (Led by Suzanne Vaira): The method builds from sentences to
compositions and is embedded in curricula across all content areas and grade levels. Schools and
districts report that implementation brings consistency. The Hochman Method strategies can be
used in all grades and subject areas, allowing schools and districts to implement a common,
coherent approach to writing instruction.

e Academic Enrichment Planning Team K-4 (Led by Sandi Derrig): In response to academic data for
our K-4 levels and responding to a call for increased differentiation, we are excited to announce
that Sandi Derrig will lead a K-4 enrichment program. This summer we will work with a planning
team to identify qualifying criteria and develop our approach and philosophy to challenge
students beyond the standard curriculum.

e Academic Excellence & Innovation Grant Process: Based on the success of this year’s Mayfair
special project, a team of educators, administrators, and board members will work to define the
grant criteria and selection process to help disburse over $50,000 annually in grants for
innovation teaching and continuing education.



o System-Wide Aligned PD: Working with national organization, ASCD (Association for Supervision &
Curriculum Development) on a personalized plan for ongoing professional development for the
BCS team provided by experts in each field covering topics including Differentiation, Professional
Learning Communities (PLCs), Leadership Teams, and Social Emotional Student Supports. Learn
more about them at: https://www.ascd.org/about

The BCS School Board and BCS Foundation Board will come together for their first joint planning retreat
on June 18. Each board will begin the day with their board meeting before coming together for a look
back on individual department goals in the 24-25 school year, a deep dive into the strategic plan to
identify goals for 25-26, and generative conversation around critical topics such as facilities infrastructure,
long-term planning, critical challenges including staff compensation and recruitment, and sustainability.
We are grateful for their continued collaboration and leadership and look forward to a day filled with
solution-oriented activity.

Finally, another year allows us time to reflect on all that we do well, while giving us the opportunity to
fine tune those areas where we want to continue to grow and improve. As a result, there are several
programming changes that you can expect for the 25-26 school year.

e ECE: Committed PK team collaboration. The team will meet to develop and share lessons plans
that align with the Montana Early Learning Standards. The teachers are dedicating the time to
exploring the possibility of organizing the preschoolers into small groups based on the children’s
developmental levels. The intention of the additional communication and shared planning is to
enhance the learning environment at ECE.

e SFCK-4: Academic Enrichment Programming allowing advanced students opportunities to go
deeper into the concepts covered in the regular curriculum; Science taught as part of the regular
classroom; revised Specialist schedule for more routine Music, PE, and STREAM instruction while
allowing grade level teams opportunities to collaborative plan, develop lessons, and utilize data
to inform instruction.

e SFC 5-8: Reading classes for grades 5-6 increasing time on ELA subjects by a minimum of 100
minutes per week with additional opportunities for 7/8 grades; restructured Refocus time
allowing more opportunity for individualized support for students and consistent, dedicated
planning time for teaching teams

e BCCHS: Introduction of Earth Science, Dual Credit Comparative Government, MAPS testing 9-10,

e Writing Revolution approach to writing K-12

e New Social Studies Standards rolled out and adopted 4-12 (K-3 coming in 2026)

e Revising ELA Standards to be released June 2026 for adoption in the 26-27 school year

Each building will continue to provide updates throughout the summer via email to keep you informed
about beginning of the year activities while the admin team compiles information for our annual report
which will be released in early fall. Enjoy the extended summer break this year before the kick off to the
new school year in the final week of August.

May the Lord continue to bless each of you, our shared BCS community, and all our staff, students, and
families during these summer months. We remain grateful for your incredible support and partnership as
we endeavor to form students in faith, family spirit, and academic excellence.


https://www.ascd.org/about

In gratitude,
Andrew McDonald, President
Billings Catholic Schools

BCS Building Level and Department Highlights

Saint Francis Catholic Early Childhood Education Center
Michelle Trafton, Director

The 2025-2026 school year is quickly wrapping up. It has been a great year and has gone by too quickly.
On May 2, the ECE employees shared experiences at the Early Childhood Summit, at the NCEA conference
and the kindergarten observations. This information will be used to set building goals for the 2026-
2027school year.

Upon returning from Easter Break, ECE honored the life of Pope Francis by holding a service in the gym.

Celebrations:

*May 8 and 9 was the ECE crowning of Mary.

*May 14-16 and May 21-23 will be the preschool spring programs. Each class will have the opportunity to
sing songs from the school year for their family and friends.

*Summer care enrollment is at capacity and there is a solid work crew in place to support the strong
numbers.

Home and School provided coffee to the teachers and childcare providers in honor of teacher
appreciation.

Challenges
*Saying goodbye to ECE employees and families that will be leaving for different adventures. We will miss
you and wish you well!

Saint Francis Catholic K-8
Debra Hayes, Principal
Jim Stanton, Principal

ACTIVITIES AT SFC:

FAITH:

SAINTS groups met for the last time on May 13th celebrating Our Lady of Fatima Feast Day and May
Crowning. Thank you to the SFC Religion Committee for planning and facilitating all the wonderful SAINTS
activities this year!

The Second Grade Celebration will be on May 22nd at St. Thomas at 9:00. Congratulations to all the
students who made their First Communion, First Reconciliation, and Confirmation! It was such a joy to
see their excited, proud faces at school and to listen to them talk about their new sacramental
celebrations!

The eighth graders will be concluding their time at SFC and will be celebrating a promotion Mass on May
29th. We are so proud of these 80 students.

The group of teachers and administrators who attended the NCEA conference in Orlando truly embraced
the opportunity to worship and pray with so many other Catholic School Educators from across the



nation. Father Nate Wills, the chaplain for the Notre Dame football team, even took time to send a
prayerful message to Shaun Harrington, who loves Notre Dame!

FAMILY SPIRIT:

The 5-8 Talent Show and Spring Concerts were wonderful! SFC certainly has many talented students!
The 5-8 awards ceremony was held last week with many students receiving recognition for their
achievements throughout the year. A thank you to the Catholic Daughters for providing opportunities for
students to execute their talents through a variety of faith-based projects. A special thanks to Joe and
Leah Keller, Bill Hope, SFC student council and the Catholic Daughters who provided financial assistance
in the form of scholarships to students who will be attending BCCHS. Over $10,000 was awarded to our
8th graders.

Congratulations to Katie Kotecki who was this year’s recipient of the YMCA Leadership Award. This
prestigious award is given each year to an 8th grade student at SFC.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE:

Congratulations to our St. Francis Science bowl team, who won the reginal competition, and as a result
earned an all-expense paid trip to compete in the national science bowl competition in Washington D.C.
The members of the team were Binh Pham, Madison Mantey, Cole Meier and Nolan Cunningham,
coached by Dale Rumph and Kyla Steppler. In addition, another SFC team competing in the regional
competition won the Civility Award and earned an all-expense paid trip to Bozeman to tour the MSU
science department and meet current MSU science professors. Members included Fia Switzer, Ella
Switzer, Mckade Vaira and Berkley Seitz.

Kindergarten Snapshot Day was held on May 1st at SFC. Forty-nine eager new kindergarten students
came to participate!

Thank you for the opportunity to attend the NCEA convention in Orlando! The teachers and
administrators brought back many new ideas, concepts, and professional development opportunities to

share with the rest of the staff.

At this time, most all the summative evaluations have been completed.

Billings Central Catholic High School
Nolan Trafton, Principal

Faith
e At the time of this report, the class of 2025 will have embarked on Senior Retreat in Monarch,
MT. The students enjoyed time together playing games, spending time around the campfire, and
eating great food!
e BCCHS clubs and classes are always looking for ways to give back to the community. Thank you,
HOSA and Anatomy and Physiology class, for your support of Love and Sonshine. They raised and
donated $550 and a truck load of items for mothers and babies in need.

Family Spirit
e BCCHS hosted the 8™ graders for iBelong Day. It was a chance for 8" graders to see what BCCHS
has to offer them as they continue their educational journey.
e Congratulations to Mr. Fairbanks and Film Editing and Design class on another fantastic movie
premier! Wax Paper Airplanes was a huge hit!
e Thank you for your support of Ram Jam and MasterLube day! Thank you MasterLube for your
support of Billings area high schools!



e Please join us in celebrating the class of 2025 with graduation and Baccalaureate Mass on May 25
at 6pm at Ralph Nelles Activities Center.

Academic Excellence

e Shout out to Mrs. Hecker and her Everything | Know About... project. Students are researching
and exploring mathematics in the real world, presenting, and peer reviewing, and even using Al
as a tool!

e Mr. Byers coordinated CPR and AED training to all Freshmen. 100% of Freshmen received the
training, and 81% became CPR and AED certified.

e The first graduates of the new dual credit Foundations of Healthcare received their CNS
Certification at City College on May 7. Congratulations to these 6 graduates!

e The PIR on May 2 allowed time for teachers and administration at BCCHS to reflect and recognize
areas where BCCHS can improve and continue to raise the bar of excellence. We are excited to
implement some positive change to improve Academic Excellence for the 25-26 academic year.

BCS Director of Education
Danielle Watson

As we wrap up the year, families can expect Spring MAP reports to be coming home. Preliminary data
indicates strong growth across various metrics. A comprehensive report will be released once all data has
been collected and analyzed.

The development of ELA standards is nearing completion, while Social Studies standards have been
finalized and will be published this summer. Additionally, new Social Studies materials will be purchased
and ready for use in the fall, ensuring that students have access to updated and engaging resources for
the upcoming school year.

The May PIR day was successful as teachers across all grade levels had an opportunity to work in vertically
aligned groups to review data and begin planning for the 2025-2026 school year. Ten teachers and
administrators attended the National Catholic Education Association (NCEA) conference in Orlando, FL.
They are excited to share the knowledge they gained with their peers, which they will do in October.
Summer Book studies and other professional development is in the works to prepare our teachers for a
successful 2025-2026 school year.

BCS Technology Integration
Joanna Brailer

The NPSG projects were awarded to Telnet. The final approval has been given, and Telnet will schedule
the projects once they have a delivery date for the supplies and equipment. The IT Department will be
given access to the new Security System portal to begin learning the system and assist with staff training.
Clay Nottingham will leave on June 30th, and Jennifer Pelatt will join the IT Department starting July 1st.
Her skills and talents will enable the department to continue improving and innovating the end-user
experience. We are actively pursuing switching to MacBooks and will present Apple’s proposal at the
board meeting on May 21st. Preparations for the end of the year are ongoing, with iPad collection
scheduled to begin on May 21st. Current projects include moving the Admin office, evaluating
cybersecurity solutions, and moving the IT Office at Central.

BCS Finance
Leah Gibson




Please welcome Heather Mueller to the BCS Business Office team! Heather will be transitioning into Ana
Mayorga’s role of accounts payable, payroll, and human resources. She can also help you with any Scrip
needs as welll Ana has accepted a position with another school district, and we wish her the best of luck!
A good portion of student contracts for 2025-26 have been issued to our families. We have not received
ACE Scholarship determinations yet, therefore if you applied for the ACE Scholarship, you have not
received your student’s enrollment contract. As soon as we hear from ACE, we will get the contracts
updated and email those families. If you have any questions about your student’s enrollment or financial
aid, please contact us. We are happy to help!

Get a jump start on your 2026-27 tuition credit by purchasing Scrip! It’s easy to start and all earnings over
$100 are a dollar-for-dollar match in tuition credit! Many families earn a tuition credit of $250 or more!
scrip@billingscatholicschools.org

BCS Facilities
Mark Miller

Early Childhood Education: The biggest improvement project is the new roof replacement which is now
back out for bid and awaiting approval. | am confident this will happen over the summer of 2025.

St. Francis K-8: The playground equipment from ECE will be re-installed at SFC in the spring/summer of
2025, projected to start the end of May. Also, the Kindergarten team has received donations for more
storage cabinets for their pod, these will be delivered the second week of Junne and will be installed
during the summer. SFC solar project is in the application phase. Projected is pending approval.

BCCHS: A substantial repair to the double door by the elevator entry is scheduled for the summer of
2025. A new batting cage has been installed in the BCCHS auxiliary gym. We have new main entrance
doors out for bid, this will also be completed summer of 2025.

BCS FUTURE: We have been working toward standardizing our consumable products such as paper
towels, soap, toilet paper and cleaning solutions, so all three facilities utilize the same product and
dispensers, this will be completed in the summer of 2025. As we wrap up another successful school year
the Facilities department has accomplished many items and issues with all three campuses and are on the
right trajectory to establish its policies and procedures. We look forward to this summer and next school
year to always make BCS the safest and most functional spiritual school community, so our children and
staff can succeed in Faith, Family Spirit and Academic Excellence.

BCS Community Engagement and Admissions
Kathy Harris

Highlights:

- Cornerbooth social media campaigns running for April and May

- Cornerbooth Mayfair Gala video was shown at Mayfair; has since been edited for use as an enrollment
video

- Organic social media campaign currently running; this will continue through August depending on
enrollment numbers

- BCS Enrollment Update in board meeting folder

- Tours and shadow days still in full swing at SFC and BCCHS. Seeing a lot of activity for this late in the year
at both schools

- Successful iBelong 8th grade visitation day held



- Staff end of the year party being planned for June 5
- Transition in the works for BCS CEC to begin doing communication for the BCS Foundation going forward
- BCCHS 2025 graduate profile book being created

Upcoming Dates:
SFC 8th Grade Promotion Mass May 29
Last Day of School June 5

*Please be sure to check the BCS Shared Calendar for times of events, dates and times of spring
concerts for K-4 and SFC ECE, and more!

BCS Shared Calendar: This calendar gives you information for activities, bell schedules, clubs and
community service opportunities. You can turn on and/or whichever categories you are
interested in by simply clicking on the categories on the right. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact the office and | will do my best to help.



http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/hZ0a0PQQOpTaOf_Dhuz0PA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRoxHZhP0QlaHR0cHM6Ly90ZWFtdXAuY29tL2tzejhyeDJ1amt6MmttdjVteFcHc2Nob29sbUIKZs_hQuNmFp1fyVIlYW1jZG9uYWxkQGJpbGxpbmdzY2F0aG9saWNzY2hvb2xzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~

