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Dear Billings Catholic Schools Community,

As we move through February, | want to pause and recognize the many graces present in our schools
during this season.

A few weeks ago, we celebrated the joy and beauty of Catholic Schools Week, one of the true highlights
of our year. From classroom activities to service projects to moments of prayer, it was a reminder of why
Catholic education matters so deeply. Our All-System Mass once again brought together students, staff,
and families from across all campuses for a beautiful celebration of faith. During that Mass, we also
honored several members of our community whose dedication and service illuminate the mission of
Billings Catholic Schools. These annual awards are a powerful witness to the strength of our shared
vocation.

This week also marks the beginning of our Lenten journey. As we turn our hearts toward prayer, fasting,
and almsgiving, we do so together as a school system rooted in hope, walking step by step toward the joy
of Easter. Please know of our prayers for each of your families during this sacred season.

At the same time, we are looking ahead with anticipation to the 2026—27 school year. Registration is now
open, and we are grateful to offer a range of financial aid opportunities to support our families. Through
the generosity of our partners at ACE Scholarships, who have increased their support of BCS through the
work of the Foundation and the Montana SSO Tax Credit Scholarship program, more assistance is
available than ever. You can read additional details in the Business Office and Foundation Reports at the
end of this newsletter. We encourage all families to explore these resources as you plan for the year
ahead.

We also continue to make meaningful progress on our long-term master planning efforts. The steering
committee, in partnership with Cushing Terrell, recently completed the first “assess” phase and is
reviewing insights gathered from surveys, listening sessions, and workshops. Thank you to everyone who
has shared their voice in this process. Your input is shaping the vision for the future of our facilities and
the next chapter of Billings Catholic Schools.

Finally, winter testing is now complete, and we are proud to share that our students demonstrated strong
growth and achievement across grade levels. Teachers and administrators are carefully reviewing these
results to guide instruction and ensure that every student continues to thrive.


https://billingscatholicschools.org/admissions/tuition-and-scholarship-opportunities/

Thank you for your ongoing support, your prayers, and the many ways you contribute to the life of our
schools. It is a blessing to walk this journey with you as a community grounded in faith, family spirit, and
academic excellence.

In Christ,

Andrew McDonald
Superintendent / President
Billings Catholic Schools

Master Planning

We have reached the first major touchpoint in our master planning process. To briefly recap, the work
began in 2024 with early explorations and high-level cost modeling for a potential new high school
building on the Colton campus. Around the same time, the Board’s Facilities Committee began examining
other possible facilities for educational use, including the Gazette building.

Following a facility assessment at BCCHS and the onboarding of our Facilities Director, Mac McCann, in
2025, the process accelerated during the joint Foundation and School Board retreat in June 2025. From
that retreat, it was clear that BCS needed a long-term facilities plan. Cushing Terrell (CT) was hired in
November to partner with us in developing that plan.

A steering committee made up of members from both boards, along with administrators, teachers, and
parents, was formed to guide this work with CT. This group has dedicated many hours to shaping the
project’s goals and priorities and supporting survey development. Many of you have already shared your
input through that survey. If you have not yet done so, we encourage you to add your thoughts, hopes,
and dreams here:

https://www.bcsmasterplan2026.com/

This past week, members of our broader community, including legacy alumni, recent graduates, teachers,
parents, supporters, diocesan priests, and the bishop, participated in a guided workshop to envision the
future of our schools. CT will prepare a summary report at the conclusion of this “assess” phase. Based on
that report, the steering committee will make a recommendation to the School Board on whether to
move forward into the “explore” phase or to continue refining the assessment work.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed so far, whether by completing the survey, participating in the
visioning session, or simply sharing your hopes for BCS in conversation with our administrators. Your

feedback is meaningful and deeply appreciated.

Please stay tuned for future updates and additional opportunities to engage in this important work. Thank
you for helping shape the future of Billings Catholic Schools.

BCS Building Level and Department Highlights

Saint Francis Catholic Early Childhood Education Center
Michelle Trafton, Director

It has been a busy month at Saint Franics ECE.


https://www.bcsmasterplan2026.com/

*The preschool teachers attended a Science of Reading workshop in Lockwood. They learned different
strategies to help the preschoolers with language and reading comprehension and were presented with
innovative ways to enhance oral language and vocabulary development.

*Preschool Discovery Night was well attended. The ECE teaching team enjoyed meeting new families.
Registration opened January 28 and classes are filling quickly.

*Four nurses from MSU are completing health promotion clinicals this semester. They spend time weekly
in each of the preschool classrooms. We appreciate the relationship we have built with the MSU nursing
program.

*Catholic Schools Week was a success! There were many fun activities throughout the week. The BCCHS
cheerleaders and Rammy welcomed the preschoolers to school, SFC 7™ and 8™ grade students spent time
reading and working with the preschoolers, the children delivered tokens of appreciation to the
neighbors and the preschoolers and teachers collected non-perishable food items for Saint Vincent de
Paul. The teachers were also treated to a delicious lunch provided by the ECE parents.

*The school building is in the process of a security upgrade. The upgrade includes replacing existing
cameras, adding additional cameras and installing keyless entry door locks.

*St. Pius hosted a Daddy Daughter dance on February 7. It was well attended by many ECE families! Great
job, St. Pius!!

*The teachers and preschoolers are looking forward to showing off the art they have created at the
annual SFC Art Gala.

* Parent teacher conferences are scheduled for March18 and 19.

Saint Francis Catholic K-8
Debra Hayes, Principal
Jim Stanton, Principal

ACTIVITIES AT SFC:

HIGHLIGHTS FROM CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK:

-All System mass at Central

-All School rosary for Our Nation in the gym lead by the staff

-Eighth grade classes served breakfast in the Commons Area for Veterans

-K-4 Service project: We collected items for the Yellowstone Valley Animal Shelter.

K-2 grade students went to Get Air and the 3-4 students went bowling.

-Students in grades 5-8 participated in several community service projects for various
organizations in the Billings area

-K-4 students dressed up for Career Day

-Home and School served lunch for the staff

SFC GOALS:
ENHANCED SAFETY PLANS:

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE:

MAP testing window closed on February 13". We are pleased to see the data showing that the students
have shown high achievement and growth.

SFC Lego Robotics Club made it to the State Championship competitions in Bozeman.

Kristine Peterson and Marianne Bradley attended Al Training in Lockwood and hope to present the
information to the rest of the staff in the near future.

Beckham Seitz, Jonah Harris, Everett Stapler, and Maxwell Lance qualified for the County Spelling Bee.

PREPARATIONS ARE BEING MADE FOR THE ART GALA, WHICH IS ON FEBRUARY 24™,



Billings Central Catholic High School
Nolan Trafton, Principal

Faith

BCCHS celebrated Ash Wednesday Mass at St. Patrick Co-Cathedral. Thank you to Fr. Leo
McDowell and the staff at St. Patrick for welcoming us!

Welcome to Billings Central Catholic, Sean Khan! Mr. Khan joined the BCCHS team at semester
and is teaching Sophomore and Junior Theology. His passion enthusiasm for the Catholic faith is
inspiring!

Please keep the participants and volunteers of this year’s Search retreat in your prayers. About 50
students will be participating in the retreat March 6-8.

Family Spirit

Congratulations, Addison Kegel on being named Girls Cross Country Gatorade Athlete of the Year!
This is an incredible accomplishment and recognition!

Congratulations to our Speech and Drama teams on representing BCCHS on another great
season. Congratulations to State placers: Harper Pham (5%), Will Nelson (3™), and Ben Lanz (1%)!
Mrs. Adams was named Billings Central Catholic High School’s Educator of the Year! This
recognition is very well deserved. Her love and care for her students are

invaluable! Congratulations, Mrs. Adams!

Academic Excellence

BCCHS is proud to announce the Class of 2026 valedictorian, Alex Johnson, and salutatorian,
Olivia Guenthner! You are great representatives of the academic excellence we strive for at
BCCHS!

Seven students had perfect attendance throughout semester one and deserve

recognition: Congratulations: Brayden Beeman, Nolan Cunningham, Maizey Golden, Keira
McMahon, Tess Sanchez, Logan Strecker, and Easton Yerger. Thank you for your commitment to
academic excellence!

Check out the updates to the BCCHS Wall of Excellence location outside the main office. There
are great things happening at Billings Central Catholic!

BCS Education Director
Danielle Watson

Over the past month, Academic Excellence initiatives at Billings Catholic Schools have continued to move
forward with great momentum. Winter MAP testing for grades K-8 is wrapping up, and we are already
seeing impressive student growth between the fall and winter benchmarks. As part of our continuous
improvement process, we have started reviewing the instructional programs implemented at the
beginning of the school year, including Reading classes in 56, introduction of K—4 extension and
remediation supports, common plan time, and the development of teacher learning communities, so far
the outcomes we are seeing are very positive. The Academic Excellence Committee met this month and
began the work of developing a philosophy of Al in education for the Billings Catholic schools while also
completing our updated assessment philosophy. Additionally, both the Math and English departments are
engaged in reviewing and selecting updated curricular resources for next year, as our current programs
have reached the end of their teaching cycles. At our March PIR day and Academic Excellence meeting we
will take a deeper dive into student data and course offerings for next fall.

BCS Technology Integration
Joanna Brailer




This month focused on three major initiatives: planning an 18-week network security upgrade to comply
with federal regulations and secure 1,200 devices across all three campuses; deploying a security
monitoring system that tracks over 43,000 daily events from our Microsoft 365 environment and protects
student records; and migrating MacBooks to our new Mosyle management system with updated firewall
configurations. Additionally, comprehensive network documentation was created including diagrams,
equipment inventories, and student privacy compliance guides (FERPA and COPPA).

BCS Facilities
Mac McCann

BCS Finance
Leah Gibson

Did you submit your 2026-27 Commitment Agreement yet?

Financial Aid for 2026-27 is open!

Please visit our website or call us at 406-252-0997 if you have any questions about scholarships, tuition,
or are struggling with current payments. If you are not current on tuition, you will not be able to register
for 2026-27.

The Business Office continues to have intermittent issues with our phone lines, and we apologize for the
inconvenience caused by this. We hope to have things fixed soon. You can always email us at
ar@billingscatholicschools.org.

Our June 30, 2023, financial statement audit is complete! All items have been submitted to the auditor
for fiscal year end June 30, 2024, and we have submitted 50% of items for the June 30, 2025 audit. Our
anticipated completion date for both 2024 and 2025 is June 30,2026. As we work through these audits,
we continue to update and adjust our monthly financial statements to ensure we provide accurate and
relevant information to the Operational Vitality Committee.

Community Engagement
Kathy Harris

Highlights:

e Speakers at parishes the weekend of January 24 and 25 celebrating Catholic Schools Week,
thanking the priests and parishes, and promoting Billings Catholic Schools. Was unable to fill
three of the 15 speaker slots

e Met briefly with three of our priests to talk about the value of having speakers at the CSW
masses. All agreed that we should have speakers, and it was suggested that we have someone
from the admin team at the table to answer questions after mass.

e Onthe agenda for the M&CI committee meeting for March to discuss what we should do in the
parishes for CSW to most effectively promote BCS

e SFC 8th grade iBelong visit planned for Tuesday, March 10, at 9:00am

e Opened registration successfully on Wednesday, January 28

e Kudos to BCS Student Finance Coordinator Patty DelZotto and the BCS Business Office for new
method of communicating to admissions where families are at in the financial aid and scholarship
process


https://billingscatholicschools.org/admissions/tuition-and-scholarship-opportunities/
mailto:ar@billingscatholicschools.org

e Kudos to BCS Student Finance Coordinator Patty DelZotto and the BCS Business Office for starting
to generate contracts for those who have completed the financial aid process and those who are
not seeking financial aid earlier than it was ever done in previous years.

e Awards of Excellence Awarded after all-system mass on Thursday, January 29. Award recipients
include:

o Outstanding Philanthropist Charles M. Bair Foundation

Outstanding Community Partner ACE Scholarships Montana

Outstanding Support Staff Nicole Warn

Volunteer of the Year Eddie Avila

Saint Francis Catholic PK-8 Educator of the Year Becky Moyes

Billings Central Catholic Educator of the Year Kari Adams

Outstanding Young Alumnus (graduated 20 or fewer years ago) Cole Moller

BCS Legacy Award Father John Houlihan

O O O O O O O

e System-wide K-12 currently:
o 34 applicants
o 24 inquiries
o 30 accepted and moved into enrollment
o Numerous tours and shadow days scheduled in the coming weeks

BCS Foundation
Adam Liberty

Montana Student Scholarship Org. Tax Credit

Billings Catholic Schools Foundation through our partnership with ACE Scholarships on the Montana
Student Scholarship Organization Tax Credit secured $400,000 in support for our students. Although the
statewide tax credit cap was reached within minutes—preventing some donors from participating—we
still anticipate providing an additional $125,000+ in ACE Scholarship awards to BCS students compared to
last year. We extend our sincere thanks to ACE Scholarships for their continued commitment to our
families.

Mayfair Begins

The Foundation now turns its focus to Mayfair, the largest annual fundraiser supporting Billings Catholic
Schools' students, families, and teachers. Opportunities for sponsorships are now available on the
Foundation website, and we invite all families, alumni, and supporters to consider partnering with your
schools.

Supporting the Mayfair Auction
The success of Mayfair’s Live and Online Auction depends on the generosity and creativity of our
community. Families and businesses can participate in many ways:

e Donating a product, service, or themed gift basket

e Providing a stay at a cabin or vacation property

e Contributing gift cards or experience packages

e Offering a monetary donation that allows the Foundation to purchase an auction item on your
behalf

More information on donating auction items is available on the Foundation website.

Volunteers Needed


https://www.billingscatholicschoolsfoundation.org/mayfair
https://www.billingscatholicschoolsfoundation.org/mayfair/#mayfair-donate

The Mayfair Acquisition Committee is seeking volunteers. This is a meaningful way to support our schools

and connect with others in the community. Those interested are encouraged to reach out to Nikki
Burke for details.

Thank You to Our Mayfair Leadership
We are grateful for the dedication of this year’s Mayfair leadership team: Adam and Danielle Uselman,
2026 Chairs, and Eddie Avila and Kevyn Stroebe, 2026 Co-chairs. Their service helps sustain the mission
and future of Billings Catholic Schools.

*Please be sure to check the BCS Shared Calendar for times of events, dates, and more!

BCS Shared Calendar: This calendar gives you information for activities, bell schedules, clubs and
community service opportunities. You can turn on and/or whichever categories you are

interested in by simply clicking on the categories on the right. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact the office and | will do my best to help.



mailto:nburke@billingscatholicschools.org
mailto:nburke@billingscatholicschools.org
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/hZ0a0PQQOpTaOf_Dhuz0PA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRoxHZhP0QlaHR0cHM6Ly90ZWFtdXAuY29tL2tzejhyeDJ1amt6MmttdjVteFcHc2Nob29sbUIKZs_hQuNmFp1fyVIlYW1jZG9uYWxkQGJpbGxpbmdzY2F0aG9saWNzY2hvb2xzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~

