
   

 
BCS President’s Report 
May 2026 
 
BCS is Hiring: Please visit our website for information on open positions! 
 
Andrew McDonald, President 
Billings Catholic Schools 
 
As we approach the close of another school year at Billings Catholic Schools, I am filled with deep 
gratitude for the strength of this community and the shared commitment to forming young people in 
faith, family spirit, and academic excellence. 
 
This year has been marked by important progress as we continue our long-range planning efforts. 
Following the completion of the “Assess” phase of our Master Plan process, we are now firmly engaged in 
the “Explore” phase, where priorities are becoming clearer. Among those priorities is a renewed focus on 
our Central Catholic High School campus. As we look to the future, we recognize that this campus will 
remain our home for the foreseeable future, and we are called to care for it well. 
 
One of the most immediate needs identified is parking and campus accessibility. Adequate parking is 
essential not only for daily operations, but also for any future expansion. With that in mind, I am pleased 
to share that we are under contract to purchase Steve’s Car Lot, located directly across the street from 
Central. This is an exciting and strategic step forward for our system. 
 
In partnership with the BCS Foundation, this acquisition allows us to do more than expand parking. It will 
significantly improve safety by providing a well-lit, centralized location for student parking, reducing the 
need for students to park throughout the surrounding neighborhoods. The property also offers a 
permanent and visible home for the Foundation and creates opportunities to enhance the overall campus 
experience. Over time, this investment will help us build a more cohesive campus feel in our downtown 
setting and beautify the spaces that serve our students each day. 
 
At the same time, we continue to invest directly in the excellence of our classrooms. Through the 
Innovation and Excellence Grant program launched at last year’s Mayfair, five teachers have already 
benefited. Three are pursuing advanced degrees, one is engaged in a certificate program through the 
University of Mary, and another is leading improvements in classroom environments to better support 
student learning. These are the kinds of investments that have a lasting impact on the quality of 
education we provide. 
 
Looking ahead, we are excited by this year’s Mayfair and the launch of a $1.8 million campaign to 
renovate the science labs at Billings Central Catholic High School. This project represents a critical step in 
ensuring our students have access to modern, high quality learning spaces that prepare them for the 
future. 
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If you would like to learn more about our Master Plan process and the direction we are heading as a 
system, I encourage you to visit our planning site at: https://www.bcsmasterplan2026.com/  
 
As the school year ends, we also celebrate important milestones and prepare for the year ahead. We are 
thrilled to welcome Suzanne Vaira as our new Director of Education, and we are making strong progress 
in staffing, with nearly all positions filled for next year. We are still seeking a Spanish teacher at BCCHS 
and continue to look for a strong candidate to join our team. 
 
Our commitment to continuous improvement remains strong. Already, more than 45 members of our 
staff are registered for summer professional development opportunities, ensuring that we continue to 
grow in our practice and better serve our students. 
 
Finally, I encourage you to stay connected through our Rooted and Rising podcast, which continues to 
share the stories and spirit of our schools each week. This summer, we will release a special four-part 
series titled Faith on the Frontier, exploring the history of Catholic education in Eastern Montana and the 
enduring legacy of Billings Catholic Schools. 
 
None of this work is possible without you. Your ongoing support, trust, and investment in our schools and 
in the education of your children is what makes this mission thrive. We are deeply grateful. 
 
As we move into the summer months, I wish each of you a safe, restful, and renewing break. Thank you 
for being an essential part of this community. 
 
With gratitude, 
 
Andrew McDonald 
President 
Billings Catholic Schools 
 
BCS Building Level and Department Highlights 
 
Saint Francis Catholic Early Childhood Education Center 
Michelle Trafton, Director 
 
The 2025-2026 school year will conclude on May 22. It has been a rewarding year at ECE. The ECE team is 
grateful to the families that entrust their children to us. It is a privilege to provide a safe learning 
environment and build a foundation for future school success. During the 2025-2026 school year, the 
preschool teachers collaborated on two school goals: increasing phonemic awareness and providing 
activities to strengthen handwriting and fine motor skills. Growth was recorded in each of these two 
areas. The average school wide growth in letter recognition and phonemic awareness grew from 26% 
recognition at the beginning of the school year to 87% recognition at the final assessment in May. The 
preschool teachers are very proud of the progress the children made this year and are confident they will 
thrive in kindergarten.  
 
The last month has been busy! 
 
Mrs. Walsh’s class and Mrs. Haney’s MWF PM class had the opportunity to tour the Army National Guard 
Aviation Center that is being built by the airport. Riley Bennett and the Dick Anderson crew were so 
welcoming, kind and patient! Three Billings Catholic School alumni, Jonah Studer, Kylen Laber and Ashley 
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Kavanaugh helped guide the tour. The building is so impressive, but the highlight of the day was being 
able to see the Black Hawk and Chinook helicopters. Thank you, Major Poser! The preschoolers and 
teachers had a fun adventure!  
 
The focus during the first two weeks of May was preparing for the end of the year preschool programs. 
Each of the 10 preschool classes presented their favorite songs from the school year. It was heartwarming 
to see the love and support from families and friends.  
 
Our mother, Mary was crowned during a May Crowning ceremony. The children always enjoy 
participating and presenting flowers to Mary. 
 
Last October, money was raised during Rams Day of Giving to have a banner and stand made to represent 
ECE at BCS All-System Masses. The banner is complete! It was designed by Lisa Fine, sewn by Pam Berry 
and Dale Rumph constructed the stand.  
 
The annual “preschool peek” day was held during the last week of school. The children returning to ECE 
during the 2026-2027 school year met the teacher and visited the classroom they will move into next 
school year.  
 
Summer Camp opens June 1! We are looking forward to a fun summer and seeing our friends from SFC!! 
 
Saint Francis Catholic K-8 
Debra Hayes, Principal 
Jim Stanton, Principal 
 
ACTIVITIES AT SFC: 
FAITH: 
SAINTS groups met for the last time on May 13th celebrating Our Lady of Fatima Feast Day and May 
Crowning. Thank you to the SFC Religion Committee for planning and facilitating all the wonderful SAINTS 
activities this year!  
 
The Second Grade Celebration was held on May 7th at 9:00 a.m. at St. Thomas. We extend our 
congratulations to all students who celebrated First Communion, First Reconciliation, and Confirmation. It 
has been wonderful to witness their joy and pride as they shared these important milestones. 
 
Grades 5th-8th will be having an awards assembly to recognize the many accomplishments of our students. 
The eighth graders will be concluding their time at SFC and will be celebrating a promotion Mass on May 
21st.  
FAMILY SPIRIT: 
Congratulations to the 2026 Peace Award winners:  

• 5th grade:  Madeline Riha, Owen McMillan 
• 6th grade: Rhett Reger, Aidan Huffman, Scarlett Switzer 
• 7th grade: Clara Picchioni, Silas Rains 
• 8th grade:  Rynn Sironi, Cooper Papez 

 
Thank you so much to the Home and School group and the SFC families for providing the many treats for 
Teacher Appreciation Week!   
 
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE:  



Mrs. Moyes led the second, third, and fourth grade spring concerts recently.  Thank you to Mrs. Moyes 
for instilling a love for music among our SFC students!  
 
The kindergarten promotion will be held on May 27th at 1:00 in the gym.  
  
Mrs. Derrig led a Poetry Cafe on May 15th with the 3rd grade Enriched Reading students. Thank you to 
Mrs. Derrig for providing so many wonderful, engaging, enrichment experiences for our students this 
year!!  
 
Spring MAP testing has been completed, and the students continued to show academic growth and 
achievement.  
 
Billings Central Catholic High School 
Nolan Trafton, Principal 
 
Faith 

• Congratulations Quinn Clark on completing your Eagle Scout Project! Check out Quinn’s work 
showcased by KTVQ https://www.ktvq.com/news/local-news/boy-scout-builds-memorial-garden-
at-billings-studio-theater 

• BCCHS Softball spent an afternoon with Eagle Mount playing softball at Landon’s Legacy Field. 
Shout out to BCCHS Freshman, Fia Switzer, for organizing this partnership! 

• Students and staff spent an hour cleaning up the neighborhood on Earth Day! Thank you Mrs. 
Cunningham for organizing this event. 

• The Class of 2026 went on retreat at St. Thomas Camp in Monarch, MT. The weekend is a 
refreshing reprieve during a busy graduation season!  

Family Spirit 
• Shout out to Mrs. Adams for accompanying Native American Club on a fishing trip on the Big 

Horn River! 
• Congratulations Mr. Fairbanks and Film, Editing, and Design students for another successful film 

premier at Alberta Bair Theater! This year’s film was Frame of Mind. 
• Mr. Martinez and the music department returned from their annual Music in the Park trip, then 

executed a wonderful spring music concert! Congratulations band, orchestra, and choir!  
• Congratulations to the Class of 2026! This group was strong in numbers, full of faith, and excelled 

in and out of the classroom! We are proud to call you alumni! 
Academic Excellence 

• Advanced placement testing is well underway at BCCHS. Shout out to Mrs. Hirt for organizing and 
proctoring these tests for our students!  

• Mrs. Rude, Mr. Khan, and Mrs. Wahl had the privilege of attended the NCEA Conference in 
Minneapolis. BCCHS is grateful for educators that pursue their own professional growth and 
development!  

• Congratulations to Mr. Osborne, and Advanced Business students Jordan Neilsen, Annika Stergar, 
Gracie Loveridge, and Samantha Winchell for placing 1st in their industry in the Big Sky Biz Sim. 

• Four music students received Superior ratings at the State Musical Festival. Congratulations to 
McCain Roberts Superior Rating - Piano Solo, Joshua Strydom Superior Rating - Marimba Solo, 
Reata Limpp Superior Rating - Alto Saxophone Solo, Joanne Ragsdale Superior Rating - Vocal Solo 

• BCCHS Journalism journeyed to University of Montana Media day, again. Students attended 
individual sessions and had discussion with current and form UM journalism students. Nine 
BCCHS students brought home an award!  

o Maggie Haney- 3rd Place Opinion Writing- "Student Council Changes for Homecoming 
Week"  
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o Josh Strydom- 3rd Place Sports Photography- "The BCCHS Swim Team Takes State Again"  
o Harper Pham & Alex Johnson- 3rd Place Featured Writing- "BCCHS Updates Cellphone 

Policy" 
o Christian Reck- 3rd Place News Writing- "Second Annual Sweetheart's Dance Shows New 

Line and Swing Dancing Abilities"  
o Sahara Small- 2nd Place News Photography- "Student Council Changes for Homecoming 

Week"  
o Gabriel Starosta- 1st News Photography- "Second Annual Sweetheart's Dance Shows New 

Line and Swing Dancing Abilities" 
o Dane Mueller- 1st Sports Event Writing- "Billings Central Football-Reflection on a 

Successful Season"  
o Reaghan Bullock- 1st Place News Writing- "The BCCHS Swim Team Takes State Again" 

 
 
BCS Education Director 
 
Billings Catholic Schools is pleased to announce the appointment of Mrs. Suzanne Vaira as our 
new Director of Education. 
 
Suzanne brings more than 20 years of experience in education, including service as a classroom teacher, 
instructional leader, and university supervisor. She has deep roots in our local community and has been 
serving within Billings Catholic Schools since 2020. Her work has focused on curriculum design, 
assessment-driven improvement, educator coaching, and strengthening instructional alignment across 
grade levels. 
 
Suzanne holds a Master of Arts in Education (Curriculum & Instruction) and a Bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education, along with endorsements in Gifted & Talented and Library Education. Her 
background spans Catholic and public education settings, Title I schools, and higher education, bringing a 
broad and thoughtful perspective to her leadership. 
 
As Director of Education, Suzanne will partner closely with principals, teachers, and system leadership to 
ensure strong curriculum coherence, meaningful assessment practices, and high-impact instruction 
across our Billings Catholic Schools, grounded in our mission of Faith, Family Spirit, and Academic 
Excellence.  
 
We are grateful for Suzanne’s dedication to Catholic education, her commitment to excellence, and her 
deep care for students, families, and educators. Please join us in welcoming her into this important 
leadership role. 
 
BCS Technology Integration 
Joanna Brailer 
 
The IT department is currently managing several major initiatives across all three campuses. The school's 
email system is in the final stretch of a full transition to the new bcsmt.org address, with all staff accounts 
set to complete the move by June 30th. The phone system has been updated and reconfigured. Student 
internet safety tools have been upgraded to more accurately track and filter web activity on school-
managed devices. A new Acceptable Use and Supported Technology Platform Policy has been developed 
and is currently under review, establishing clear expectations for how students and staff use school-
owned devices, applications, and data. Significant work is underway to strengthen network security, 

https://bcchsbcchronicle.org/7537/sports/the-bcchs-swim-team-takes-state-again/
https://bcchsbcchronicle.org/6528/school-news/bcchs-updates-cellphone-policy/
https://bcchsbcchronicle.org/6528/school-news/bcchs-updates-cellphone-policy/
https://bcchsbcchronicle.org/7554/school-news/second-annual-sweethearts-dance-shows-new-line-and-swing-dancing-abilities/
https://bcchsbcchronicle.org/7554/school-news/second-annual-sweethearts-dance-shows-new-line-and-swing-dancing-abilities/
https://bcchsbcchronicle.org/6797/school-news/student-council-changes-for-homecoming-week/
https://bcchsbcchronicle.org/6797/school-news/student-council-changes-for-homecoming-week/
https://bcchsbcchronicle.org/7554/school-news/second-annual-sweethearts-dance-shows-new-line-and-swing-dancing-abilities/
https://bcchsbcchronicle.org/7554/school-news/second-annual-sweethearts-dance-shows-new-line-and-swing-dancing-abilities/
https://bcchsbcchronicle.org/7663/sports/billings-central-football-reflection-on-a-successful-season/
https://bcchsbcchronicle.org/7663/sports/billings-central-football-reflection-on-a-successful-season/
https://bcchsbcchronicle.org/7537/sports/the-bcchs-swim-team-takes-state-again/


including tighter controls over who and what can connect to campus wireless networks. This summer, 
over 1,100 student iPads will be refreshed under a consolidated device management system, making 
device support faster and more consistent. Behind the scenes, the department maintains continuous 
cybersecurity monitoring and has completed a thorough review of all three campus firewalls to address 
vulnerabilities and ensure systems remain protected. 
 
BCS Facilities 
Mac McCann 
 
As we close out the school year, we would like to share some major projects completed in the 2025-2026 
school year.  
 
At Central We fixed the negative drainage problem at the elevator doors and replaced them with new 
doors and frames, we got a new main office door which is better equipped to be a main door, we 
replaced the door going from the courtyard into the locker rooms.  
 
At SFC we have completed some fun projects, we installed new cabinets in the kindergarten pod, a 
speaker system is getting installed in the SFC gymnasium, The largest project we did was complete the 
solar project. To date we have produced 11,000 kWh of energy, reducing CO2 by 11 tons. 
 
At ECE the biggest project we did was the roofing project last summer which was completed in July.  
Looking forward to the summer projects, we are working with a vendor to install the playground 
equipment and repair the existing playground equipment we have at ECE and SFC.  
 
BCS Finance 
Leah Gibson 
 
The Business Office maintained steady operational performance this spring, with key progress in 
enrollment processing, financial governance, and long-term planning initiatives. Spring work has been 
focused on supporting enrollment contract generation, advancing audit readiness, and facilitating 
strategic committee actions. 

• Continued progress in enrollment contract generation, aligning with re-enrollment and new 
student onboarding timelines. 

• The Business Office supported timely contract processing and coordination with admissions to 
ensure accuracy in tuition billing and financial aid alignment. 

The Operational Vitality Committee met recently and completed several key governance actions: 
• March Financials 

o The Committee reviewed and approved March financial statements, noting overall 
alignment with budget expectations. 

• 2026–2027 Budget 
o After review and discussion, the Committee formally recommended approval of the 

FY2026–27 budget to the School Board, reflecting confidence in the school’s financial 
planning and sustainability assumptions. 

• Capital & Facilities Investments 
o The Committee recommended moving forward with the purchase of a new fire panel and 

intercom system for SFC, recognizing the importance of safety, compliance, and 
infrastructure reliability. 

• The Business Office has made significant progress on June 30, 2025, audit preparation:  
o All requested documentation has been submitted to the external auditor. 



o The auditor is scheduled to be onsite the week of May 18 with an expected draft to 
follow in mid-June. 

Please visit https://billingscatholicschools.org/admissions/tuition-and-scholarship-opportunities/ or email 
us at ar@billingscatholicschools.org  if you have any questions about scholarships, tuition, or are 
struggling with current payments. If you are not current on tuition, you will not be able to register for 
2026-27. As a reminder, Patty has a computer available for parent use at Billings Central. This is a great 
opportunity to come in and make sure you get all your financial aid applications and documentation 
submitted. Thank you! 
 
Community Engagement 
Kathy Harris 
 

• Enrollment numbers are strong in grades K, 6, 10 and 11 and weak in grades 4, 5, 7, 9 and 12. 
Total enrollment for the 2026-27 school year K-12 will be approximately equal to the 2025-26 
school year, with the student population of grades K-4 increasing, grades 5-8 staying about the 
same, and grades 9-12 smaller than last year.  

• BCS IT is currently trying to find one umbrella under which to unite all our data management 
systems. Currently we are using Finalsite for tuition and tuition billing, as well as our Enrollment 
Management System (EMS) and Client Relationship Management (CRM). PowerSchool is our 
Student Information System (SIS), and Schoology is our Learning Management System (LMS). 
Each of these platforms work effectively in their own area, and the users of each are generally 
happy with how they work. However, there are issues with accurate or complete data transfers 
between each system. It would be ideal to have one product providing all three of these 
functions as well as each separate system does currently, and BCS IT will continue to search for 
the perfect product.  

• End of the year activities are in full swing as we transition our graduating seniors to Billings 
Central Catholic Alumni! For full details about the amazing accomplishments of the class of 2026, 
look for the grad profile book available following graduation on Sunday, May 24. 

• Save the dates: 
o BCCHS Alumni and Friends Homecoming BBQ Friday, September 25 
o Roundtable Men’s Social Wednesday, September 23 
o Turn The Table Women’s Social Wednesday, September 30 

 
*Please be sure to check the BCS Shared Calendar for times of events, dates, and more! 
BCS Shared Calendar: This calendar gives you information for activities, bell schedules, clubs and 
community service opportunities. You can turn on and/or whichever categories you are 
interested in by simply clicking on the categories on the right. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact the office and I will do my best to help. 
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